AFS Piedmont Chapter Meeting Summary

Charlotte, North Carolina

September 22-23, 2005

By: Jamey Jones

The AFS Piedmont Chapter held it’s most recent meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina on September 22-23, 2005 under the direction of new Chapter Chairman, Dave Sherman.  The well-attended event on Thursday at the Hyatt SouthPark Hotel included a joint Mini-Conference of the AFS 8D Channel Induction Furnace Committee, a session addressing current environmental, health and safety issues affecting the foundry industry, and an evening dinner with a speaker representing the US Environmental Protection Agency.  Following a Friday morning meeting of the Chapter’s Board of Directors, several attendees traveled to Pageland, South Carolina to attend an on-site tour of the Conbraco Industries, Inc. brass foundry and machining facility in Pageland, South Carolina.  Copies of the presentations may be requested through David Simms (dsimms@intermet.com or 434-528-8402).

Special thanks to the following individuals for their contributions to a successful program:

AFS 8D Channel Induction Furnace Committee session presenters
Channel induction furnace pressure pouring and autopouring-related topics

Chuck Shykes - Martin Gear and Sprocket

Walt Matthews - T.B. Woods

Mike Snelzer - Norton St Gobain

Rick Falkowski - United Refractories

Dave Sherman - Conbraco Industries

Bob Riccardi - Ajax Tocco

Dave Williams - ASI International Ltd

Environmental, Health and Safety session presenters:

Ms. Kim Brightwell - NC OSHA, Raleigh, NC

OSHA Inspections, Common Citations, and Preventing Silicosis
As a compliance officer with the North Carolina Department of Labor, Kim provided an insider’s view of what to expect from an OSHA inspection, and common findings of non-compliance.  Kim also included a brief update on the agency’s proposed new silica standard and an overview of the threat of silicosis. 

Mr. Phillip Shoopman, PE – Greenville, SC

Ambient Air Quality Standards and Non-Attainment Impacts
Phillip took some usually complicated and overwhelming air quality concepts applicable to the foundry industry, and managed to expertly present these topics in an easily digestible form.  From Phillip’s presentation, we now are more fully informed as to the “when, why and how” of air quality permitting.

Mr. Jesse Finney, CIH, CSP – Workplace Group, Greensboro, NC

Industrial Hygiene Issues in Foundries
In his presentation, Jesse focused on a metal-by-metal summary of worker exposure limitations.  For these various metals of interest to the foundry industry, Jesse also described how they are monitored and what protective equipment is available to exposed workers.

Mr. Bob Griffin, CEA – Shield Engineering, Inc., Charlotte, NC

Permitting and Classification of Pretreatment Discharges for Foundries and Related Metalworking Operations
As a former municipal wastewater regulator and current wastewater consultant and trainer, Bob is uniquely qualified to “talk wastewater”.  His passion for the subject was evident as he explained wastewater pre-treatment operations applicable to the metalcasting industry. 

Dinner Speaker:

Mr. Jeff Kohn - US Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC

Environmental Challenges and Collaborative Partnerships in the Metalcasting Industry
Jeff serves a unique role to the foundry industry.  Employed with the US EPA in Washington, DC, Jeff serves as liaison between the agency and the regulated metalcasting industry.  In his presentation, Jeff described the partnership between AFS and the EPA, and his program’s initiative to reduce regulatory barriers between the two entities.
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Dave Sherman, AFS Piedmont Chapter Chairman, presenting Speaker Appreciation Plaque to Jeff Kohn; U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC.

Conbraco Industries, Inc.

Dave Sherman, Foundry Manager (and tour guide)

Steve Peebles - Assistant Plant Manager (and tour guide)
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Meeting tour of Conbraco Industries, Inc. brass foundry in Pageland, South Carolina led by Dave Sherman, Foundry Manager and AFS Piedmont Chapter Chairman.
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Meeting tour of Conbraco Industries, Inc. brass machining facility in Pageland, South Carolina led by Steve Peebles, Assistant Plant Manager.

Thanks to Dave and Steve for providing insightful tours of their respective operations.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT OUR NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 17 AND 18, 2005 IN CLEMSON, SOUTH CAROLINA!

