AFS Piedmont Chapter Meeting Summary

Little Switzerland, NC

September 21-22, 2006

By: Jamey Jones

The AFS Piedmont Chapter held it’s most recent meeting in beautiful Little Switzerland, North Carolina at the Little Switzerland Inn on September 21-22, 2006 under the direction of new Chapter Chairman, Ted Kostilnik.  Thanks to Ted for arranging a very successful and entertaining golf outing, meeting and social gathering!
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         LITTLE SWITZERLAND INN



   NICE VIEW FROM THE INN!

Several meeting attendees played golf on Thursday morning at the Mount Mitchell Golf Club.  Those that played there can attest that the Mount Mitchell course is one of the most beautiful golf courses in North Carolina.  In addition to the excellent course and scenery, Ted’s arrangements for perfect weather helped to make it a great outing – regardless of your score!

The Thursday afternoon technical session, held at the Little Switzerland Inn, included several well-attended presentations on Lost Foam Casting.  The presenters included representatives of Versevo (formerly Pattern Technologies, Inc.) and Bombardier Recreation Products (BRP).  Versevo, based in Hartland, Wisconsin, provides lost foam tooling to BRP and other customers.  BRP operates an aluminum lost foam foundry and manufacturing facility in Spruce Pine, North Carolina.  The operation supplies castings in support of the manufacture of Evinrude® and Johnson® boat motors, and other BRP recreational equipment.  Thanks to Glover Kerlin of BRP for arranging the speakers.  Following dinner at the inn Bill Johnson, BRP’s Director of Manufacturing, presented an overview of BRP’s Spruce Pine, North Carolina operations.  The meeting concluded on Friday morning with a tour of the BRP facility, led by Glover Kerlin.
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     TECHNICAL SESSION ATTENDEES
  
 
VERSEVO LOST FOAM MOLDS

Special thanks to Ted Kostilnik for his efforts in coordinating an excellent first program as Chapter Chairman, and to the following individuals for their contributions to a very successful and well-attended event:

TECHNICAL PRESENTERS (L to R in photo below)

Terry Moon, President/CEO, Versevo; Hartland, WI

Glover Kerlin, Bombardier Recreation Products; Spruce Pine, NC

Steve Robinson, Bombardier Recreation Products; Spruce Pine, NC

Chris Esselstyn, Versevo; Hartland, WI

DINNER PRESENTATION

Bill Johnson, Director of Manufacturing; Bombardier Recreation Products; Spruce Pine, NC
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TECHNICAL PRESENTERS

           TED PRESENTS PLAQUE TO BILL JOHNSON

TOUR

BRP Spruce Pine, NC Foundry and Manufacturing Facility
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BRP – SPRUCE PINE, NC

            BRP’S BILL, CHRIS, GLOVER & CHRISTINA

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE CHAPTER’S NEXT GENERAL MEETING NOVEMBER 16-17, 2006 IN BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA ON THE CAMPUS OF VIRGINIA TECH!!  LOOK TO THE CHAPTER WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS ... (http://www.afspiedmont.org/).





































