AFS Piedmont Chapter Meeting Summary

Blacksburg, VA

November 16-17, 2006

By: Jamey Jones

Another great meeting had by all!  The AFS Piedmont Chapter held its November 2006 general meeting at the campus of Virginia Tech University in Blacksburg, Virginia on November 16 and 17.  Chapter Vice-Chairman Robbie Gallagher arranged the meeting, which was held under the direction of Chapter Chairman Ted Kostilnik.  Thanks to both Robbie and Ted for orchestrating a very educational and enjoyable gathering!

The Thursday technical session, held on the Virginia Tech campus, included well-attended presentations on “Sand Management Practices for Improved Profitability” by Jim Lewis, Mike Moore and Chapter Membership Chairman, Paul Hanna.  The individual topics included greensand systems, ferrous and aluminum casting using chemically-bonded sand, and alternative sands and binders.

A social hour and dinner were held at the Skelton Conference Center, located at the Inn of Virginia Tech.  In addition to the very enjoyable dinner, highlights of the evening included a presentation by students Chris Olien and Matt Wichgers of the VT human-powered submarine team (no claustrophobics please!) and the award of Piedmont Chapter Student Scholarships to two very deserving VT engineering students, Andrea Rojas ($1,000) and Devin Crawford ($500).  The meeting concluded on Friday morning with a tour of VT’s new, transmission electron microscope (can you say “up close and personal”?) by VT-Materials Science & Engineering Professor Bill Reynolds.

Special thanks to Robbie Gallagher and Ted Kostilnik for coordinating an excellent meeting, and to the following individuals for their contributions to a very successful and well-attended event:

TECHNICAL PRESENTERS and PIEDMONT CHAPTER REPS. (L to R in photo at Left below)

Robbie Gallagher – Chapter Vice-Chairman

Mike Moore – J.C. Steele & Sons, Inc.

Jim Lewis – MetalTech Systems, Inc.

Paul Hannah – MetalTech Systems, Inc.

Ted Kostilnik – Chapter Chairman
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DINNER PRESENTATION

Virginia Tech human-powered submarine by Materials Science & Engineering students Matt Wichgers and Chris Olien (L-R in Left photo below)
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PIEDMONT CHAPTER STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

Devin Crawford and Andrea Rojas (L-R, in Left photo below)

TOUR

Virginia Tech transmission electron microscope with Professor Bill Reynolds (L in Right photo below).
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WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE CHAPTER’S NEXT GENERAL MEETING JANUARY 18-19, 2007 IN CLEMSON, SOUTH CAROLINA!!  LOOK TO THE CHAPTER WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS ... (http://www.afspiedmont.org/).





































