Meeting Summary

2007 Southeast Regional Conference

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

February 28 – March 2, 2007

By: Jamey Jones

The AFS Piedmont Chapter hosted this year’s Southeast Regional Conference at the Crown Reef Resort in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina February 28 through March 2.  The theme of the conference was “What’s Happening in Foundry Research and Education”.  Mr. Fred Schlick chaired the conference, which was attended by approximately 156 registrants.  The program sessions were co-chaired by Mr. Jamey Jones and Mr. Dave Sherman.

The technical session included presentations by university professors and industry leaders associated with the Foundry Educational Foundation (FEF), Cast Metals Institute (CMI) and AFS Research.  Copies of the presentations are posted on the Piedmont Chapter website (http://www.afspiedmont.org/).  Mr. Rick Cavallaro, AFS Director of Membership Services, gave opening remarks at the conference and Mr. Bill Barrett, current FEF President and President/CEO of Neenah Foundry Company, presented the keynote dinner speech, titled “Food for Thought ... Buying from American Manufacturers – Why Should I Care?”  Conference events also included a golf outing to benefit VT FIRE at the Dunes Club and a tour of Conbraco Industries, Inc.’s steel investment and no-bake casting operations in Conway, South Carolina.

A listing of technical session presentations, and selected photos of the presenters are included below:

AFS Welcome

Rick Cavallaro

AFS, Director of Membership Services

Ruel A. (Tony) Overfelt, Ph.D.

Professor of Mechanical Engineering

Auburn University

“Metal Casting Related Educational, Research and Outreach Activities at Auburn University”

L. Fred Vondra, Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Dept. of Manufacturing & Industrial Technology

College of Engineering

Tennessee Tech University

“Metal Casting Research at Tennessee Tech University”

Donald L. Erich

Director, Clemson Engineering & Technology Laboratory

Clemson University

“Melting, Casting and Related Activities at Clemson University”

John T. Berry, Ph.D.

FEF Key Professor & Coleman Professor of Mechanical Engineering

Mississippi State University

“Metal Casting-Related Activities at MSU, and Criteria Functions Revisited”

William T. (Bill) Reynolds, Jr., Ph.D.

Professor, Materials Science & Engineering Dept.

Virginia Tech University

“Metal Casting Research and Education Activities at Virginia Tech University”

Gene Muratore

Rio Tinto Iron & Titanium America

“What is a CMI”

Gene Muratore, Rio Tinto Iron & Titanium America

and

Mark Nagel, AFS Cast Metals Institute, Inc.

“Everything You Wanted to Know About CMI (But Were Afraid to Ask)”

Thomas Prucha

MetalMorphasis LLC

“AFS Research – The Vital Link”

William M. (Bill) Barrett

FEF President, and President/CEO Neenah Foundry Company

“Overview of FEF”
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