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Hello members and friends of the Piedmont Chapter, 

I hope you all had a very Merry Christmas! 2011 is over and we are starting a new year with 

a great meeting for January.  The meeting will be held in Greensboro, NC at the Doubletree 
by Hilton, 3030 High Point Road, Greensboro, NC 27403. Please call 800-222-8733 for res-

ervations and ask for the American Foundry Society Piedmont Chapter rate at $109.00 per 

night. We have blocked rooms for Tuesday, January 24 and Wednesday January 25 at this 

rate. Please reserve before January 20th to insure you are able to receive the AFS rate. 

The program theme will be “Non-Ferrous Casting Production” and will include topics on 

“Understanding Non-Ferrous Casting Alloys”, “High Efficiency Aluminum Melting”, 

“Installation, Care and Use of Crucibles”, “Automated Casting Finishing” and more. The 

technical session will be in the morning and afternoon of January 25, 2012 from 9:00am to 

2:45pm. 

The tour for the January meeting will be Carolina Bronze Sculpture in Seagrove, NC.  This 

is a very unique opportunity to see the “art” side of our business. The owner, Ed Walker and 

his folks have made a wonderful marriage of “high tech” designing and 3D modeling with 

the traditional “lost wax” process used for producing fine art sculptures. This is a tour you 

do not want to miss! Their website address is www.carolinabronze.com. Please see the res-

ervation form in the “Shakeout” and on the Piedmont Chapter website for more detail. 

Our November meeting in Clemson, SC was great. The tour of Caterpillar Seal Metalcasting 

Facility was very educational and we all saw many of the upgrades in the operation they 

have made since our last visit. Our thanks to Jason Beckerdite and his team at Caterpillar! 

Also a special thanks to James Sturgeon, our vice chairman, for organizing a perfect meet-

ing. Good job James! 

Thanks also to all of our speakers; Leonard Winardi, Bill Pflug and Rick Gundlach.  We 

appreciate their time and we also very much appreciate their contribution to the “Hospitality 

Hour”. 

Thank you again to everyone attending the November meeting and we look forward to see-

ing you all, and maybe some additional members, at the January meeting in Greensboro. 

Travel safe and God bless. Happy New Year! 

Paul J. Hanna 

Chapter Chairman 

http://www.carolinabronze.com


AFS PIEDMONT CHAPTER MEETING REGISTRATION 

FOR JANUARY 25 & 26, 2012  

HOTEL INFORMATION:     

DoubleTree by Hilton    
3030 High Point Road 

Greensboro, NC 27403 

Reservations: 1-800 -222 -8733  

Rate: $109.00/ night for 1 bedroom King or 2 Queen, January 24 &/or 25, 2012 

*Please ask for American Foundry Society Piedmont rate*  

MUST BOOK BY January 20, 2012 

After January 20, rooms will be open to the public 

Many other room options are available; please see website for details 

Website address: www.greensboro.doubletree.com 

MEETING THEME: NON-FERROUS CASTING PRODUCTION 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

DoubleTree óBirchô Meeting Room 

8:00- 8:55 AM Meeting Registration – Coffee/Water available 

9:00- 10:15 AM  Technical presentations with topics including: 

   Rapid Prototyping 

   High Efficiency Melting 

10:15- 10:30 AM BREAK 

10:30- 11:45 AM Technical presentations with topics including: 

   Understanding Non-Ferrous Casting Alloys 

   Crucible Care 

11:45- 1:00 PM  LUNCH BREAK – Lunch on your own 

1:15- 2:45 PM  Technical presentations with topics including: 

   De-Coring and Reclamation 

   Automated Casting Finishing 

6:00- 7:00 PM Hospitality Hour- Hickory Room/ Open Bar 

7:00- 9:00 PM DINNER- Birch Room 

   Dinner Speaker: Ed Walker, Owner ï Carolina Bronze Sculpture  

Thursday, January 26, 2012 

7:00 - 8:00AM Director’s Meeting- Doubletree- location to be announced 

9:30- 11:00 AM Tour: Carolina Bronze Sculpture, Seagrove, NC-  maps provided at dinner 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---------------  

PLEASE PR E -R EG IST ER b y Ja nua r y 20 ,  20 12 :   

REG ISTR AT ION FEE -  $90 .00  M EMB ER,  $ 45 .00  S PO US E  

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: AFS PIEDMONT CHAPTER (no credit cards please). 

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM & PAYMENT TO:             JEFF GALLAGHER 

(LATE REGIST. FEE ADD $10.00 AFTER 1/20/12)        PIEDMONT FOUNDRY SUPPLY 

                      P.O. BOX 87 

        CLOVERDALE, VA 24077 

MEMBER NAME__________________________ COMPANY___________________________ 

SPOUSE NAME____________________________  

ATTEND DINNER?  MEMBER-    Y    N  SPOUSE/GUEST-    Y     N  

TOUR ?    MEMBER-    Y    N  SPOUSE/GUEST-    Y     N 



Calling All Hands on Deck!!!!!!! 

If you are a new member of the AFS Piedmont Chapter, or you are a long time member looking for a cause to 

volunteer your time towards, then you are most welcome to let your interests be known! 

  

Please don’t be shy or worse yet assume that you don’t have the skills or the time to do any volunteer SER-

VICE for your Chapter.  

 

Make contact with any of your Chapter Officers or Directors listed on the front cover page of this newsletter 

and let us know you are interested in stepping forward! It doesn’t take a lot of time, and it usually doesn’t cost 

anything. This would even be a great way to participate in the activities of your Chapter even if you are unable 

to attend the scheduled meetings throughout the year. 

 

We have a multitude of activities this year and we are not ashamed to ask for HELP. We are hosting the South-

east Regional Conference, we have meeting arrangements to be cared for, we have a mission of Member Out-

reach to accomplish, etc. With the use of modern technologies, anyone can participate no matter where you 

are! 

 

“Volunteering” is much better than being “Assigned” to do something. It is much more rewarding! 

 

DONôT SIT ON THE SIDELINES ï BE AN ACTIVE CHAPTER MEMBER!!!!! 

Support the Chapterôs Mission of Education 
 

Your Chapter website address is www.afspiedmont.org 

Several companies have found value in being a Sponsor of the Chapter Website and by doing so have 

their company name and other key information shown on a special page of the Chapter Website. 

The support received through monetary donation by the companies sponsoring the website is 100% 

used to further the Mission of Education that your Piedmont Chapter is dedicated to. 

Metal Casting producers and Suppliers are invited and encouraged to participate in this worthy cause. 

The cost is minimal and the benefits can be tangible. 

Please consider showing your support for the activities of your Piedmont Chapter by becoming a Web-

site and Education Program Co-Sponsor. 

Getting started is easy! Just contact either David Simms or Ryan LaCoursiere and they will take very 

good care of you!! 

The future employees, managers, and owners in this metal casting industry are looking for you- and 

they donôt use the Yellow Pages. They surf the NET, and linking up through the Piedmont Chapter will 

help them find you!! 

 

 

 

http://www.afspiedmont.org/


 
 

 

  OUR MISSION IS EDUCATION  

 

The AFS Piedmont Chapter is committed to the 

furtherance of Educational Endeavors for 

all Chapter Members and also for Students 

in Universities and High Schools located in 

the Piedmont Chapter area, especially those 

Students with a focus toward activity and a 

Career in the Metal Casting Industry.  

 

The AFS Piedmont Chapter is a òNon-Profitó 

Organization, in compliance with IRS rules 

and regulations section 501 (c) (3). Any Con-

tributions or Donations made to the Chapter 

qualify as òTax Deductibleó to the extent ap-

plicable to the individual taxpayer or compa-

ny.  

 

All members and member companies are en-

couraged to support the Educational Efforts 

of the Piedmont Chapter though generous do-

nations. Please respond enthusiastically 

when you receive a Request for Donation from 

our Education Chairman, James Sturgeon, in 

the very near future.  

 

As always, THANK YOU for Your Support!!  
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The AFS Piedmont Chapter conducts formal meetings 5 times per year, and back 

by request, we will once again welcome companies, either Metal Caster or Sup-

plier, to be a Co -Sponsor of a Chapter Meeting.  

 

Co -Sponsors have the opportunity to cover a portion of the cost of the Social 

Hour at a selected Chapter Meeting, with a donation to the Chapter in the 

amount of $250.00. The names of the Co -Sponsors will be prominently displayed 

at that particular meeting in recognition for their support of the Chapter. There 

will be a maximum of three Co -Sponsors for each Chapter Meeting.  

 

As a Co -Sponsor, the company will also have the opportunity to put marketing 

material on a display table in the room during the Social Hour, for attendees to 

look at or pick up and take with them if they so choose.  

 

To register your company as a Co-Sponsor and select a meeting, please con-
tact Chapter Chairman Paul Hanna at 843-237-5163 or  

paulhanna@metaltechsystems.com 

Please Actively Support  

YOUR AFS Piedmont Chapter!! 

"We Appreciate our Chapter Website Sponsors"  
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Paul  Hanna 

328 Tiller Drive 

Pawleys Island, SC 29585 

 
 MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW  

TO MAKE THESE 2011 CHAPTER MEETINGS  
 

Shakeout Newsletter 

Please send announcements, news about members, committee reports, or any items of interest for the Shakeout to:  

                                                                                   Shaun McGuirt                                                                          

Charlotte Pipe & Foundry Co.                                                                                      

P.O. Box 35430                                                                               

Charlotte, NC 28235                                                                   

E-mail: smcguirt@charlottepipe.com 

 

 

 

  

 

 


