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Mid-Summer Greetings to all Chapter Members and Friends! 

Your Officers and Directors have met and laid out plans for an active Chapter Year for 2010-

2011. Please review the Meeting Schedule shown in this issue of The Shakeout for more in-

formation. 

I want to once again extend a big THANK YOU to Randy Bickel for everything he accom-

plished as our Chapter Chairman last year. Now he occupies the enviable position of ñPast 

Chairmanò. I must say it will be no small task to follow him as Chairman this year! 

Our last Chapter meeting was held in Hilton Head, SC and was very well attended. Thank 

you to all who made the meeting and for those that could not be there, you definitely missed a 

great event. Once again, please join me in congratulating Don Brown for a spectacular job of 

arranging all of the May meeting activities! We sincerely appreciate your efforts and service 

for the Chapter. 

We have three newly elected Directors on your Chapter Board! They experienced their first 

Planning Meeting in June, and all made it through unscathed! You will find a more thorough 

introduction of our newest Board Members in a separate article in this issue of The Shakeout. 

Our first Chapter Meeting of this New Year will take place in September and the venue will 

once again be the beautiful Switzerland Inn, located literally along the Blue Ridge Parkway 

near Spruce Pine, North Carolina. Our Technical Session is being arranged by Greg 

Southerland and is focused to ñConveyor Maintenanceò, which will apply to every metal 

casting facility regardless of alloy or process. We have even invited the diecasting producers 

from the NADCA chapter 15 to join us. The Meeting Announcement and Registration Form 

are included herein for your easy access. Please at least send your facilityôs Maintenance 

Manager to this meeting. It will be a worthwhile investment. 

Our new Chapter Secretary, David Simms, has been keeping us all abreast of the rapid pro-

gress being made on the new VT F.I.R.E. facility under construction in Blacksburg, VA. He 

makes regular updates and posts photos on our Chapter website www.afspiedmont.org. 

Please visit the website to see what our Chapter has helped to create. 

In closing, please know that I am extremely appreciative and grateful for the opportunity and 

privilege to serve as your Chapter Chairman for a second time. I am honored to be considered 

worthy of holding the position again. Please know that you can contact me at any time for 

assistance or information on Chapter matters, or how you may be able to individually, or as a 

company, be of additional assistance to further the mission of the AFS Piedmont Chapter. 

See you all in Spruce Pine in September! 

Ted Kostilnik 

Chapter Chairman 

http://www.afspiedmont.org/


 

  PLAN TO ATTEND THE SEPTEMBER AFS CHAPTER MEETING!! 
 
SEPTEMBER 15 AND 16, 2010, SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
TECHNICAL SESSION BENEFITS BOTH FOUNDRY AND DIECASTING!!!! 
 
PART I- September 15 
Todayôs FOUNDRIES AND DIECASTING FACILITIES are thirsting for New and Better Methods for op-
timizing Plant Operations. One of the most effective ways to get the most out of your facility is to DO 
PROPER MAINTENANCE. Since every casting facility has CONVEYORS of some sort, this meetingôs 
Technical Session is focused to education on current best practices in CONVEYOR MAINTENANCE. 
Greg Southerland of Power Components, an AFS Piedmont Chapter Director, has assembled a fine 
team of highly skilled Technologists in the various sectors of conveyor maintenance who will share 
their knowledge and experience with attendees. 
 
The AFS PIEDMONT CHAPTER MEETING in SEPTEMBER is the place for Maintenance Profession-
als and Operations Management personnel to be!! 
 
You may ask ñwhat is the FINANCIAL JUSTIFICATION for ATTENDINGò??? 
The answer is very bold, yet honest. Attendees will acquire at least one new piece of information or 
knowledge that will lead to better equipment and conveyor maintenance in the facility they work in. In 
turn, that knowledge or information will undoubtedly lead to the ELIMINATION of at least one hour of 
UNPLANNED DOWNTIME in the facility.  
What is this one hour of ELIMINATION OF LOST PRODUCTION worth to your companyôs bottom line? 
The attendance cost is a mere fraction of the cost of lost production due to unexpected downtime- 
Guaranteed! 
 
 

PART II- September 15 
The new VT F.I.R.E. facility is under construction and is scheduled to be completed in the 4th quar-

ter of this year.  
The new METALCASTING MINOR DEGREE, co-sponsored by the Piedmont Chapter, will begin 

engaging students this year.  
The CLEMSON ADVISORY COMMITTEE has been re-established, with a mission to engage stu-

dents interested in a career in the metal casting industry. 
 
All of these efforts require financial contributions to continue to foster their growth and reach. The Pied-
mont Chapter is hosting a GOLF FUNDRAISER  at the beautiful Mount Mitchell Golf Club, to raise 
money for these very worthy causes. Please consider participating, enjoying one of the finest courses 
in the mountains of North Carolina, and interacting with your fellow metal casters. 
 
 

PART III- September 16 
Meeting attendees and their guests will have an opportunity to tour the fascinating Bombardier Recrea-
tion Products aluminum lost foam casting facility in Spruce Pine, NC, a short drive from the meeting 
location. 
NOTE: BRP Spruce Pine was recently honored as one of the Casting of the Year producers for a very 
complex Fuel Filter Housing casting they engineered and manufactured for the heavy truck market. 
ATTENDEES ARE ASSURED OF LEARNING SOMETHING NEW BY TAKING THIS TOUR!!! 



AFS PIEDMONT CHAPTER MEETING REGISTRATION FORM  

SEPTEMBER 15 - 16, 2010 MEETING 

SWITZERLAND INN, LITTLE SWITZERLAND, NORTH CAROLINA 

AGENDA (AS OF JULY 26, 2010) 

HOTEL INFORMATI ON:SWIT ZERL AND INN  * *  SPECIAL  RATES E ND AUG.  21  

    Milepost 334 on Blue Ridge Parkway 

    Little Switzerland, NC 28749 

    Phone- 1-828-765-2153 or 1-800-654-4026 

Mention ñAFS Piedmont Chapterò to get these rates for the various room types: 

$ 80.00/night- Standard Chalet Room- No Mountain View 

$ 100.00/night- Chalet Room with Mountain Overlook 

$ 120.00/night- Chanticleer Deluxe Room 

$ 140.00/night- ñHeidi Suiteò Deluxe Chalet Suites with Mountain Overlook 

Website address- www.switzerlandinn.com 

** AFTER AUG. 21, ALL AVAILABLE ROOMS WILL BE OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND AT STANDARD 

RATES**  

SESSION TOPIC: ñPRACTICAL MAINTENANCE FOR ALL TYPES OF CONVEYORSò 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTE MBER 15 

7:45 AM ï 11:30 AM TECHNICAL SESSIONS- CONVEYOR MAINTENANCE   

   Lubricants and Hydraulic Fluids- American Chemical Technologies 

   Bearings Application and Maintenance- Timken Bearing Co. 

   Belt Conveyor Maintenance- Lewis Goetz Co. 

   Hydraulic / Pneumatic Systems Troubleshooting- Fluid Power Technologies 

12:48 PM ï 6:00 PM GOLF  FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT EDUCATION FUND.  

   MOUNT MITCHELL GOLF CLUB AND RESORT 

   THE COURSE IS OUTSTANDING!! GOLF DIGEST 4.5 STARS!!  

$65.00 GREEN FEES INCLUDING CART- SPECIAL RATE FOR AFS 

   CALL TED KOSTILNIK TO RESERVE TEE TIME - 706-302-4809 

WE HAVE 5 TEE TIMES HELD STARTING AT 12:48 PM!! IF WE NEED MORE TEE TIMES, WE WILL 

GET MORE. BOOK EARLY !!!!  

6:45 ï 9:00 PM SOCIAL HOUR, DINNER AND BUSINESS MEETING 

   AFTER DINNER SPEAKER - GLOVER KERLIN, BOMBARDIER  

THURS DAY,  SE PTEM BER 16 

7:00 AM ï 8:45 AM DIRECTORôS MEETING 

9:15 AM ï 11:15 AM TOUR BOMBARDIER RECREATION PRODUCTS FACILITY 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PLEASE PRE-RE GIST ER :  MEETING COST -  $85 .00 MEMBER,  $40 .00  SPOUSE/GUEST 

GOLF FEES- $65.00 PER PLAYER- SET TEE TIME AND IN ADVANCE PLEASE!!  

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: AFS PIEDMONT CHAPTER (no credit cards please).  

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM & PAYMENT TO:                 JEFF GALLAGHER  

(LATE REGIST. FEE  ADD $10.00 AFTER SEPT. 1)                PIEDMONT FOUNDRY SUPPLY  

       P.O. BOX 87 

       CLOVERDALE,  VA 24077  

MEMBER NAME_______________________GUEST NAME___________________________ 

PARTICIPATING IN GOLF?  MEMBER -   Y    N  SPOUSE/GUEST-    Y     N  

ATTEND DINNER?   MEMBER -   Y    N  SPOUSE/GUEST-    Y     N 

ATTEND TOUR?   MEMBER -   Y    N  SPOUSE/GUEST-    Y     N 

http://www.switzerlandinn.com/


 
Piedmont Chapter Education Report  

August 2010  
Submitted by: James Sturgeon  

 

This yearôs meeting season is already shaping up to be a very exciting one with regards to 
education!  Many plans have been made and serveral great education opportunities for our 
members are just around the corner.  

 

I am very pleased to announce that the Piedmont Chapter will once again co-sponsor a CMI 
course.  This yearôs class will be held in Myrtle Beach, SC.  The course offered will be  ñAnalysis of 
Casting Defectsò on October 26

th
-28

th
, 2010.  The exact course location will soon be announced.  

The course will help students to understnd and characterize casting defects related to: 

 

 

Green sand molding 

Chemincally bonded mold/core sands       

Molten metal 

Gating and risering design 

 

The class also includes instruction on probable causes of defective castings as well as training on 
the implementation of solutions that minimize or eliminate casting defects.  This stands to be one of 
our best classes yet, and we urge our members to take advantage of this education opportunity.    

 

As details are finalized for this class they will be posted at www.afspiedmont.org.  There you will 
ablso be able to find a link to the offical course brochure and online registration instructions.  If you 
have any questions about the class please feel free to contact me. 

 
James Sturgeon 

 

Piedmont Chapter Education Chairman 

 

T: 843.347.4666 ext. 1182 

 

http://www.afspiedmont.org/


 

  OUR MISSION IS EDUCATION  

The AFS Piedmont Chapter is committed to the furtherance of Educational 

Endeavors for all Chapter Members and also for Students in Universities 

and High Schools located in the Piedmont Chapter area, especially those 

Students with a focus toward activity and a Career in the Metal Casting In-

dustry.  

 

The AFS Piedmont Chapter is a òNon-Profitó Organization, in compliance with 

IRS rules and regulations section 501 (c) (3). Any Contributions or Dona-

tions made to the Chapter qualify as òTax Deductibleó to the extent applica-

ble to the individual taxpayer or company.  

 

All members and member companies are encouraged to support the Educa-

tional Efforts of the Piedmont Chapter though generous donations. Please 

respond enthusiastically when you receive a Request for Donation from our 

Education Chairman, James Sturgeon, in the very near future.  

 

As always, THANK YOU for Your Support!!  

 

Please plan to attend ALL of  these upcoming AFS Piedmont Chapter 
Meetings:  

 

September 15 -16, 2010  Spruce Pine, North Carolina  

     Focus: Conveyor Maintenance  

     **Tour BRP Spruce Pine Facility**  

November 17 -18, 2010  Blacksburg, Virginia  

     Focus: Sand and Binder Developments  

     **Tour new VT F.I.R.E. Facility**  

January 19 -20, 2011   Southern Pines, North Carolina  

     Focus: Lean Manufacturing in Reality  

     **Tour Grede Biscoe facility**  

March 3 -4, 2011   Pawleys Island, South Carolina  

AFS Southeast Regional Conference  

     Hosted by the Piedmont Chapter  

May (t.b.d.)    Location to be announced  

     Annual Business Meeting / Golf  Outing  



 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE AFS PIEDMONT CHAPTER  
 

 

BE A CO-SPONSOR OF A CHAPTER MEETING!  
 

The AFS Piedmont Chapter conducts formal meetings 5 times per year, and back 

by request, we will once again welcome companies, either Metal Caster or Sup-

plier, to be a Co -Sponsor of a Chapter Meeting.  

 

Co -Sponsors have the opportunity to cover a portion of the cost of the Social 

Hour at a selected Chapter Meeting, with a donation to the Chapter in the 

amount of $250.00. The names of the Co -Sponsors will be prominently displayed 

at that particular meeting in recognition for their support of the Chapter. There 

will be a maximum of three Co -Sponsors for each Chapter Meeting.  

 

As a Co -Sponsor, the company will also have the opportunity to put marketing 

material on a display table in the room during the Social Hour, for attendees to 

look at or pick up and take with them if they so choose.  

To register your company as a Co -Sponsor and select a meeting, 
please contact Chapter Chairman Ted Kostilnik at 706 -302-4809 or 
tkostilnik@charter.net  

Please Actively Support  

YOUR AFS Piedmont Chapter!!  
 

 

 

NEW DIRECTORS JOIN THE PIEDMONT CHAPTER BOARD  

 

  The following members were elected in May to serve as Directors for a 3 year term: 
 

  Donald McLain- Charlotte Pipe & Foundry 

  Michael Looby- Inductotherm 

  Jeff Gallagher- Piedmont Foundry Supply 
 

  We are also fortunate to have Past Chairman Rick Torrence serving as a Director for a 1 year term,  

  filling a vacancy that occurred in June. 



AFS Piedmont Chapterôs 2010 Golf Outing 

The Captainôs Choice Winners 

were Robb ie  Ga l lagher ,  R ickey 

Wi l l i ams,  Bob Cur r ie ,  and 

Marsha l l  Cob le .   

The AFS Piedmont Chapterôs 2010 Golf Outing Meeting, was held at Hilton Head Island, SC, beginning with 

the Captainôs Choice round on Thursday, May 20, at the Golden Bear course at Indigo Run.   

At the Holiday Inn Ocean Front, the dinner 

speaker, Dave Williams, presented an 

informative history of the game of golf and 

the evolution of the equipment, including 

ñironsò, metal ñwoodsò, big heads drivers, 

and the new hybrids.   

Af te r  d inner ,  Randy B icke l  

passed the  gave l  to  Ted 

Kost i ln i k .     

On Friday, May 21st ,seven groups finished the Single Player Round, also played at the Golden Bear course at 

Indigo Run. The low gross player was Carl Bednark, and the low net player was Robbie Gallagher. The meet-

ing had a good theme for Robbie , who also won the 50:50 drawing!   

Marshal l ,  Shaun ,  Je f f  and  Mike   Ted,  Bob,  Joe and Joe  Dave,  Greg,  Rodne y and Rick   

Dona ld ,  B i l l ,  R ickey and  Greg  

Greg,  Car l  and  Don  Rober t ,  Je rry and  Mike   

Robbie ,  Don,  Rob and Ryan    


